
TORONTO INTERNATIONAL 
CHARRETTE:  ATTRACTING THE  
REGION TO TORONTO’S WATERFRONT

FEBRUARY 22 – 27, 2017 

Each year the Institute without Boundaries (IwB) runs international charrettes that bring together 

students from international design institutions, as well as international and local professionals. 

Together, they address the major project of that year, developing solutions that are incorporated 

into project recommendations for the IwB’s project partner. 
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REGIONAL ECOLOGIES YEAR 4: SYMBIOTIC REGIONS 
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understand symbiosis in the region, IwB has partnered with Waterfront Toronto to create projects 

[OH[�^PSS�H[[YHJ[�[OL�YLNPVU�[V�;VYVU[V»Z�^H[LYMYVU[��:[\KLU[Z�^PSS�L_HTPUL�UL^�HUK�LTLYNPUN�[`WLZ�
of symbiosis and develop projects for Toronto’s waterfront that will become catalysts for regional 

development in the GGH.

4HU`�WLVWSL�^OV�SP]L�PU�[OL�../�^VYR�PU�;VYVU[V��I\[�SP]L�PU�VUL�VM�[OL�YLNPVU»Z�THU`�NYV^PUN�
JP[PLZ��6U�H�KHPS`�IHZPZ��[OL`�HYL�JOHSSLUNLK�^P[O�VYNHUPZPUN�[OLPY�SP]LZ�\UKLY�]HY`PUN�YLNPVUHS�HUK�
T\UPJPWHS�Z`Z[LTZ�[OH[�HYL�VM[LU�JVTWL[PUN��PULѝJPLU[�HUK�NLULYHSS`�\UJVUULJ[LK��;OL�../�
is one of North America’s fastest growing regions. It is home to 9 million people, meaning that 

one quarter of all of Canada’s population lives there. It attracts one in three new immigrants to 

Canada. By 2041, it is forecasted to have a population of 13.5 million [1].  

ATTRACTING THE REGION TO TORONTO’S WATERFRONT: PROJECT AIMS 

0U������������[OL�WYVQLJ[�JOHSSLUNL�PZ�[V�KLTVUZ[YH[L�OV^�;VYVU[V»Z�^H[LYMYVU[�JHU�ILJVTL�H�
regional catalyst for economic development and create resilient social and physical infrastructure. 

:VTL�VM�[OL�WYVQLJ[�RL`�X\LZ[PVUZ�PUJS\KL!

• How do symbiotic waterfront regions function around the world, and how are people 

living in them?

• >OH[�KVLZ�P[�TLHU�[V�¸SP]L�YLNPVUHSS`¹�PU�[OL�../��HUK�OV^�JHU�;VYVU[V»Z�^H[LYMYVU[�OLSW�
to better facilitate this?

• What resources will be needed to ensure symbiotic and sustainable growth in the region 

and how can Toronto’s waterfront be at the centre of this?

• /V^�JHU�KLZPNU�WSH`�H�YVSL�PU�JYLH[PUN�ZLHTSLZZ�L_WLYPLUJLZ�HUK�TVYL�LќLJ[P]L�Z`Z[LTZ�
and services for residents of the region on Toronto’s waterfront?

Together with students, educators, government, businesses, and community groups, the IwB 

will develop design proposals that have the potential to stimulate positive development for 

region as a whole and its residents.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE

Wednesday February 22  
OPTIONAL
Site visits and research

Thursday February 23
*OHYYL[[L�2PJRVќ

Friday February 24
*OHYYL[[L�^VYRPUN�KH` 
Advisor Sessions

Saturday February 25
*OHYYL[[L�^VYRPUN�KH` 
Advisor Sessions

Sunday February 26
*OHYYL[[L�^VYRPUN�KH`

Monday February 27
-PUHS�7YLZLU[H[PVUZ

Students during the Toronto International charrette, 2016
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CHARRETTE DESCRIPTION 
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Toronto’s waterfront act as a catalyst and enabler for the development of the overall region. 

The aim of the charrette is to design strategies and solutions that help foster regional symbiosis 

across the GGH. The charrette will develop a series of projects for climate change adaptation, 

inclusive communities, and regional collaboration and governance. 

CHARRETTE THEMES

;OL�0^)�HUK�>H[LYMYVU[�;VYVU[V�OH]L�JOVZLU�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�[OLTLZ�[V�IL�L_WSVYLK�PU�[OL�
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Social Symbiosis – How do we create inclusive communities across the region. 

Environment Symbiosis– How will we adapt our environment to address climate 

change. 

Economic Symbiosis – How will people create new opportunities for regional 

economic development. 

Technological Symbiosis – How will the region use digital transformation to enhance 

peoples’ daily lives. 

Governance Symbiosis – How will the region create cooperative mechanisms that 

better serve and connect residents in regional governance. 

9LUKLYPUN��;VYVU[V�^H[LYMYVU[

Follow our website at http://institutewithoutboundaries.ca as we release the site and details of the 
ZWLJPÄJ�WYVQLJ[Z�^L�^PSS�IL�^VYRPUN�VU�MVY�[OL�;VYVU[V�0U[LYUH[PVUHS�*OHYYL[[L� 

CHARRETTE DETAILS

+\YPUN�[OPZ�JOHYYL[[L�Z[\KLU[Z�^PSS�^VYR�[VNL[OLY�[V�WYVWVZL�\UPX\L�KLZPNU�ZVS\[PVUZ�YLSH[PUN�[V�
[OL�:`TIPV[PJ�9LNPVU�WYVQLJ[�PU�WHY[ULYZOPW�^P[O�RL`�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ�HUK�Z[Hќ�VM�>H[LYMYVU[�;VYVU[V�

 · 6]LY�����PU[LYKPZJPWSPUHY`�WHY[PJPWHU[Z�PU����[LHTZ�
 · 6]LY����L_WLY[�HK]PZVYZ�
 · Guest lectures 

 · 9LZLHYJO��KLZPNU�L]LU[Z�HUK�ZP[L�]PZP[Z�
 · 7YLZLU[H[PVUZ��KPZJ\ZZPVU�HUK�MLLKIHJR�



Site visit during Detroit Charrette 2015:[\KLU[Z�^VYRPUN�K\YPUN��;VYVU[V�*OHYYL[[L�����

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT IwB VISIT 

WWW.INSTITUTEWITHOUTBOUNDARIES.COM

For more information about the charrette 

please contact Lori Endes
lendes@georgebrown.ca 

or call +1 416 415-5000 ext. 2029

CHARRETTE OUTCOMES 

;OL�Z[\KLU[Z�^PSS�OH]L�[OL�VWWVY[\UP[`�[V�SLHYU�UL^�ZRPSSZ�HUK�OH]L�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�
K\YPUN�[OL�JOHYYL[[L!�

 · ^VYRPUN�VU�[PTLS`�ZVJPHS�[VWPJZ�HUK�JYLH[PUN�PUUV]H[P]L�ZVS\[PVUZ��
 · SLHYUPUN�OV^�KLZPNULYZ�JHU�SLHK�ZVJPHS�JOHUNL�[OYV\NO�Z`Z[LTZ�[OPURPUN�
 · NHPUPUN�ZRPSSZ�^VYRPUN�PU�HU�PU[LYKPZJPWSPUHY`�[LHT�PUJS\KPUN�LUNPULLYZ��\YIHU�WSHUULYZ��

landscape architects, communication designers, interaction designers, interior designers, 

etc. 

 · ^VYRPUN�PU�H�JVSSHIVYH[P]L�THUULY�^P[O�Z[\KLU[Z�VM�THU`�KPќLYLU[�KLZPNU�KPZJPWSPULZ�
 · establishing relationships for future projects 

CHARRETTE DELIVERABLES

(SS�[LHTZ�^PSS�]PZ\HSPaL�HUK�JVTT\UPJH[L�[OLPY�WYVQLJ[Z�[OYV\NO�[OL�MVSSV^PUN�KLSP]LYHISLZ!�

 · (�TPK�JOHYYL[[L�WYLZLU[H[PVU�[OH[�KLZJYPILZ�[OL�[LHT»Z�YLZLHYJO��JVU[L_[��]PZPVU�HUK�[OL�
RL`�JVTWVULU[Z�VM�[OLPY�WYVQLJ[�WYVWVZHS

 · A short video summarizing the project

 · (�ÄUHS�W\ISPJH[PVU�HIV\[�[OL�WYVQLJ[�[OH[�PUJS\KLZ�[OL�MVSSV^PUN!
 � 6\[SPULZ�VM�[OL�WYVQLJ[�]PZPVU��VIQLJ[P]LZ��HUK�RL`�Z[YH[LNPLZ�
 � 7YVQLJ[�KL[HPSZ�PU[YVK\JPUN�YLSL]HU[�TH[LYPHSZ�VM�WYVWVZLK�HYJOP[LJ[\YHS�PU[LY]LU[PVUZ��
LU]PYVUTLU[�KLZPNUZ��WYVK\J[Z�HUK�ZLY]PJLZ�

 � 7LYZVUHZ�HUK�<ZLY�ZJLUHYPVZ�[OH[�PSS\Z[YH[L�OV^�[OL�KLZPNU�PZ�\ZLK
 � (�Z`Z[LT�KPHNYHT�[OH[�PSS\Z[YH[LZ�OV^�[OL�WYVQLJ[Z�JVTWVULU[Z�^VYR�^P[O�LHJO�V[OLY
 � (�[PTLSPUL�[OH[�PSS\Z[YH[LZ�OV^�[OL�WYVQLJ[�^PSS�IL�PTWSLTLU[LK�V]LY�[PTL��PUJS\KPUN�
[OL�JVZ[PUN�MVY�LHJO�WOHZL

 � 4LHZ\YLZ�VM�Z\JJLZZ�[OH[�KLZJYPIL�OV^�[OL�WYVQLJ[�^PSS�PTWYV]L�>H[LYMYVU[�;VYVU[V»Z�
ZLY]PJL�[V�[OL�YLNPVU�


